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“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this section, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives, a report on the Coast Guard Great

Lakes icebreaker program.

“(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

“(A) An evaluation of the economic impact
related to vessel delays or cancellations associ-
ated with ice coverage on the Great Lakes.

“(B) An evaluation of mission needs.

“(C) An evaluation of the impact that the
proposed standards described in subsection (b)
would have on—

“(1) Coast Guard operations in the

Great Lakes;

“(i1) Northeast icebreaking missions;
and

“(i11) inland waterway operations.
“(D) A fleet mix analysis for meeting such

proposed standards.
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“(E) A description of any resources nec-
essary to support the fleet mix resulting from
such fleet mix analysis, including for crew and
operating costs.

“(F) Recommendations to the Com-
mandant for improvements to the Great Lakes
icebreaking program, including with respect to
facilitating commerce and meeting all Coast

Guard mission needs.

“(b) PROPOSED STANDARDS FOR ICEBREAKING OP-

The proposed standards described in this

12 subsection are the following:

13 “(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the
14 Commandant shall keep ice-covered waterways in the
15 Great Liakes open to navigation not less than 90
16 percent of the hours that commercial vessels and fer-
17 ries attempt to transit such ice-covered waterways.

18 “(2) In a year in which the Great Lakes are
19 not open to navigation because of ice of a thickness
20 that occurs on average only once every 10 years, the
21 Commandant shall keep ice-covered waterways in the
22 Great Lakes open to navigation at least 70 percent
23 of the hours that commercial vessels and ferries at-

24 tempt to transit such ice-covered waterways.
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“(¢) REPORT BY COMMANDANT.—Not later than 90
days after the date on which the Comptroller General sub-
mits the report under subsection (a), the Commandant
shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and

Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on















